
PERSONAL CONNECTION VS THE GOOD OF MANKIND
Did Joel make the right choice?

THE FUNGUS
The Cordyceps Brain Infection (CBI) began to spread in the United States on September 26, 
2013. In approximately six months, nearly 60% of humanity had been either infected or 
killed. The fungus spreads through spores in the air or injection into the bloodstream via 
a bite from an infected individual, causing gradual loss of humanity. 

Stage 1: Runner
1-2 days after infection 

Stage 2: Stalker
1 week - 1 month after infection

Stage 3: Clicker
1 year after infection

Stage 4: Bloater
10-15 years after infection

• Possess a sense of 
humanity

• Retain human features
• Non-aggressive

• Beginning of fungal 
growth

• Will attack victims 
at a distance

• Starting to develop 
echolocation

• Strength surpasses 
humans

• Entirely blind
• Navigate using 

echolocation
• Passive unless 

provoked

• Fungal plates act as 
armor

• Aggressive, but slow 
moving

• Vulnerable only to 
fire and explosives
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Due to the severity of the Cordyceps Fungus, the entirety of the 
United States has been placed under martial law.

ELLIE’S IMMUNITY AND THE POTENTIAL CURE

Ellie
Age: 14
Infection Status: Immune
• Born after the infection took 

over the United States. 

• The only known person to be 
bitten by an infected person 
and not show symptoms.

• Trying to reach the Fireflies, a 
rebel organization in Salt Lake 
City who believe she may be the 
key to a cure. 

The Fireflies
Anti-Government Militia Group
Base Location: Salt Lake City
• Oppose military quarantine 

zones across America.

• Actively searching for a 
Cordyceps vaccine.

• Group includes doctors who 
could use Ellie’s fungus-
infected brain to begin working 
on a potential cure. 

JOEL AND ELLIE’S RELATIONSHIP

THE CHOICE

OPTION A OPTION B
Allow the Fireflies to use Ellie’s brain 

to search for a cure, killing her.
Kill the doctors, rescue Ellie from 

the Fireflies. 

Pros:
• Potential cure for humanity.
• Could return to a regular life.
• Remain an ally of the Fireflies.

Cons:
• Suffer the second loss of a 

daughter.
• Loss of an innocent life.
• No guarantee that Ellie will 

provide a cure.

Risk to own life: Low

Casualties:

Pros:
• Save Ellie’s life.

Cons:
• Destroy the opportunity to find a 

cure for humanity.
• Become an enemy of the Fireflies.
• Kill innocent doctors. 
• Kill long-time colleague and 

leader of the Fireflies, Marlene. 
• Lie to Ellie about the reason that 

the Fireflies did not operate on 
her. 

Risk to own life: High

Casualties:

Joel flees the hospital with Ellie in his 
arms, killing the doctors and Firefly leader 
Marlene in the process.

OPTION B

THE CURE: WOULD ELLIE’S DEATH HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE?

“April 28th. Marlene was right. The girl’s 
infection is like nothing I’ve ever seen. The 
cause of her immunity is uncertain. As we’ve 
seen in all past cases, the antigenic titers 
of the patient’s Cordyceps remain high in 
both the serum and the cerebrospinal fluid.

We must find a way to replicate this state 
under laboratory conditions. We’re about to 
hit a milestone in human history equal to 
the discovery of penicillin. After years of 
wandering in circles, we’re about to come 
home, make a difference, and bring the human 
race back into control of its own destiny.”

  Surgeon’s Recorder, found in Salt  
  Lake City Hospital.

Known areas containing groups of people living outside of Quarantine Zones

People living outside of quarantine zones do not 
have access to military-provided services such as 
medicine. It would be incredibly difficult to administer 
the vaccine to these individuals, as they are often 
hostile.

Are there others like Ellie?

Military Rule: 
Shoot all civilians suspected of infection.

There could be countless more immune people 
regularly being killed by the military. 

THE VERDICT

Joel did not make the right choice, he made 
the human choice. 

He acted as any father would in the 
situation, hardened by the past loss of his 
daughter, afraid of suffering another loss.

With no concrete proof that Ellie was the 
key to a cure, Joel’s decision, although 
heartbreaking, is justified.
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